SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 28th SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 7:00PM IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL 

        
Present:    
Cllr Suvi McCreadie (Chairman)



Cllr Bill Parker



Cllr Natasha Hodge




Cllr Chris New



Cllr Hannah Backhouse





In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There was 1 member of the public present
1. Public Forum

There were no comments from the member of the public present.
2.
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Haynes and Cooper.
3.
Declarations of interest regarding matters on this agenda

There were none.

3.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
4.
To receive the following reports:-
4.1 – County Cllr Andrew Reid 

Introductions were given to new councillors.  County Cllr Reid provided details regarding his new role at SCC and confirmed he would circulate his report following this meeting.  County Cllr Reid reported as follows:- 

· Afghan Refugees Committee – Advised some 40 families would be re-homed in Suffolk.

· Bridging Hotel in Stowmarket is due to open for refugees coming out of quarantine.

· Cop 26 - Net Zero by 2050 – Events to be hosted.

County Cllr Reid confirmed as part of his responsibility as Cabinet Member for Public Health he had been involved in appointing a new Chief Fire Officer to which he provided details and stated he was extremely proud of Suffolk’s Fire service.

He provided details regarding a pitch made to Central Government regarding partnership working and confirmed this had proved to work extremely well throughout the pandemic.  The Chairman asked if the ambulance service were included in this statement and if a new Head of the Ambulance Service had been appointed.  County Cllr Reid confirmed they were included but to date there was not a Head of Ambulance Service in post, but new ambulance drivers were trained up during the pandemic so experienced paramedics could concentrate on providing care.

County Cllr Reid provided details regarding recent complaints made regarding Special Needs for Young People and Families and confirmed an independent inquiry had been held and as a result of this inquiry 9 recommendations had been made and accepted by SCC. 
4.2 – District Cllr Ray Herring

District Cllr Herring was not present.  No written report had been received.

4.3 – Parish Clerk

      The Parish Clerk reported as the annual donations were paid late last year due to Covid these would be 

      considered and approved at the November Parish Council meeting.  She advised she had now received         

      the correct form to change the signatories on the Ipswich Building Society account.  It was Unanimously 

      Approved the signatories on the Ipswich Building Society account would be the same as that on the 

      Lloyds bank account being Cllr McCreadie, Cllr Parker and Cllr Haynes.
5.           To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 27th July 2021
      These minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  They were 
      proposed for Approval by Cllr Hodge, Seconded by Cllr New.  All in Favour.  The minutes were signed 
      by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
      6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 27th July 2021
6.1 – Defibrillator Awareness Session – To agree dates 

The Chairman confirmed clarification had been sought that Heather Patrick was qualified to deliver this training and gave details regarding the cost and confirmed she had some available dates during November.  It was agreed these sessions should be held on a Tuesday evening during November from 
6-7pm and any Saturday during November from 2–3pm.  Action – Parish Clerk to seek clarification from Heather Patrick as to how many people could attend each session. 

6.2 – VAS Speed Sign/Data Recording update

Cllr Backhouse gave details on how Orford record data from this device and as to what data it records.  She confirmed Orford & Gedgrave Parish Council had recently implemented Community Speed Watch and had suggested they would possibly be willing to share this equipment with Sudbourne.  Action – Parish Clerk to liaise with Marie Backhouse to enquire as to how Sudbourne could possibly share this equipment with Orford and ask about any associated costs.

6.3 – Emergency Plan update 
The Chairman confirmed the Parish Clerk had circulated both copies of the draft Emergency Plans.  It was agreed Cllrs McCreadie, Hodge and New would revise these documents with an aim to compile a user-friendly version that could be circulated to all households.  

7.
Parish Council matters  
       7.1 – Chairman’s Report
       The Chairman thanked Tom Knox for carrying out the work to the gate at the play area.  She also offered 

       thanks to Cllr Backhouse for carrying out an inspection of the road signs.  The Chairman reported the 

       overgrown hedge on the corner of School Rd had now been cut back.  She advised she had received a 

       telephone call from a local resident informing her that himself and his wife were thinking of putting in 

       an offer on a piece of land at Captains Wood with intentions to build a single dwelling and had asked for 

       a Parish Council opinion.  The Chairman confirmed she had informed the local resident the Parish 
       Council could not give a view until a formal planning application was received and stated all planning 
       applications were considered on their own merit.  Cllr New reported he had made enquires regarding this 
       piece of land and stated he felt it would be unlikely that planning consent would be granted due to
       habitat.
       7.2 – To consider installing Wi-Fi in Sudbourne Village Hall via ESC’s Com Partnership Fund 
       The Chairman confirmed she had spoken to Steve Joels and he had confirmed the VHMC were in 
       favour of Wi-Fi being installed in the Village Hall.  Action – Parish Clerk to investigate initial and 
       future costs and look into providers to compare prices.  It was also suggested that installation of a 

       hearing loop could be beneficial too.  
       7.3 – Sizewell C update – Cllr Parker to report on 
       Cllr Parker reported the DCO process had been ongoing for the past 6 months and would come to an end 

       on 14th October to which he provided details and confirmed during this process lots of issues had been 
       raised.  He advised EDF Energy had carried out various changes to this document since the start of the 
       consultation process and highlighted the relevant deadlines that were coming up.  Cllr Parker confirmed 

       at the end of this process there would be 3 months for the Planning inspectorate to make    

       recommendations and then the Secretary of State for BEIS had 3 months to make a formal decision.  He       

       outlined the main reasons as to why Sizewell C would affect Sudbourne highlighting increased traffic, 

       access to healthcare, disruption to roads whilst improvements were carried out.  

       Cllr Parker gave details regarding an offer to attend a Q & A Session with Tom McGarry, EDF Energy 
       on 6th October 2021.  It was agreed Cllr Hodge and the Chairman would attend this event.  Cllr Parker 
       reported that Declan Burke, Director of Nuclear Projects & Development at BEIS had visited Sizewell C
       but to date he had not entered into any community engagement so Alison Downes from Stop Sizewell C 

       had been in touch requesting that he engaged with local communities and asked would the Parish
       Council be happy to be included within this dialogue.  There were No Objections to this request.
       Action – Chairman to compile letter to ask Mr Burke if he would be willing to engage with local 

       communities.  Finally, Cllr Parker reported he had recently attended a Sizewell C visit to mark out the 

       sea wall to which he gave details including the proposed dimensions.
8.           Finance
      8.1- To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure and Items for Authorisation of Payment     
      The Parish Clerk provided details on the newly implemented way of presenting the accounts.
     Bank Balances: (as at 31st August 2021)



Community Account



£4,391.28



Current Account



£2,095.65



Interest Account



£   800.00
     Invoices to be Approved

     Jo Jones (Clerk’s Expenses)



£     59.26

     Tom Knox (Repairs to Play Area Gate and Bus Shelter)

£   150.00

     Playsafety Limited (Annual ROSPA Inspection)


£     82.20

              Approval for the Income & Expenditure Financial Statement and payment of the above items
              was Proposed by Cllr Hodge, Seconded by Cllr New.  All in Favour.                                                                   
      8.2 - Half Yearly Budget update

      The Parish Clerk circulated this document to all councillors.  She provided details and confirmed to 
      date there had been no overspends for this financial year but unfortunately there would be an overspend 

      due to this year’s insurance renewal.  Approval for the Half Yearly Budget was Proposed by Cllr Parker, 

      Seconded by Cllr New.  All in Favour.
8.3 – Parish Council Insurance Renewal 

      The Parish Clerk gave details regarding the quotations received and confirmed the Councils current 

      provider Community Action Suffolk were unable to provide a quotation this year.  The Parish Council 
      Approved to renew with BHIB Ltd on a 1 year undertaking at the cost of £355.22.  Proposed by Cllr 

      Parker, Seconded by Cllr Hodge.  All in Favour.  It was agreed this cost would be included within the 

      items to pay at this meeting.
9.           Planning
      New Applications (to be considered at this meeting):-  

      None received

      Applications considered since the last meeting:-
      

      None

      Update on existing applications:-

      Planning Ref: DC/21/2028/LBC (Listed Building Consent)

      Proposal - Replace the windows. Change the front dormer window on the first floor, the small      

      bedroom window at the gable end and kitchen window.

      Address: 13 Bullace Lane, Sudbourne 
      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by 
              ESC with 4 Conditions.       
10.         Correspondence
      10.1 – SALC – EDF update meeting with Tom McGarry, Head of Stakeholder Engagement, 
      Sizewell C Nuclear Development - 6 October 2021 
A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  It was agreed the Chairman, Cllrs Hodge and Parker if he is able would attend this event. 
10.2 – Latest Greenprint Forum 
A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Chairman urged councillors to review this as there were some very interesting articles.

10.3 – SALC - East Suffolk South area forum - 30 Sept 2021 
A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The Chairman
confirmed she would be attending this event.

The Chairman confirmed the Parish Clerk had circulated some correspondence regarding the Rendlesham and Tunstall Forest Consultation.  Cllr New volunteered to assist in reviewing this consultation.  The Chairman suggested it might be of interest to the Parish if the Forestry Commission were invited to attend a future meeting.  The Parish Clerk suggested they could be invited as a guest speaker at next year’s Annual Parish Meeting or a future Open Public Meeting as a standalone item.  Cllr Parker confirmed 26th October 2021 was the deadline for the consultation response to be submitted.
11.
Play Area
       11.1 – Repairs to Nest Swing update – Quotation received from Kompan to replace nest swing 

       The Parish Clerk gave details of the quotation received from Kompan and confirmed they had quoted 
       £1836.34 + VAT to carry out the relevant repairs to this piece equipment.  The Parish Clerk had   
       circulated a copy of the Annual ROSPA Inspection to all councillors prior to the meeting and it was 
       noted nothing major had been flagged up and therefore it was suggested the way forward would be for 

       the Parish Council to consider if the nest swing should be replaced or repaired and funding for these 

       costs could be applied for from ESC’s Community Partnership Fund.  The Parish Clerk suggested if 

       this item was taken out that a picnic table could be sited in its place.  Action – Cllr Backhouse to liaise 

       with users of the play area and Parish Clerk to request a copy of new catalogue from Kompan.  It 

       was agreed this matter would be considered again at the November Parish Council meeting.
12.          Roads, Rights of Way
         Cllr Parker reported all Public Rights of Way need to be registered and adopted by 2026.  It was agreed 
         this matter would be a future agenda item.  Cllr Parker reported the footpath at the end of Blacklands 
         Lane was not owned by the Forestry Commission and it appeared in fact it was not owned by anyone.  

         He suggested therefore if a tree was to fall down the Parish Council should arrange to clear it but also 
         stated that he felt the history of this footpath should be investigated.
13. Any other matters of report and items for the next meeting - Tuesday 23rd November 2021
       Nest Swing repairs or replacement, Neighbourhood Watch role.  Parish Council meetings - Virtual or 

       Face to Face, Public Rights of Way.
14.
Public Forum
               The member of the public present stated he would be in favour of sharing the Community Speed Watch 

               scheme with Orford and felt this would be beneficial in respect of traffic calming.  He advised several 

               years ago he had taken on the role of Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for Sudbourne and asked if 

               this role was still needed and if there would likely to be anyone keen to take this role on.  It was agreed 

               this matter would be an agenda item at the next meeting.  The Chairman thanked the member of the 

               public for his comments.

There being no further discussion or questions from members of the public present the Chairman 
thanked the Council for their support and attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:05pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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