SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 27TH JULY 2021 AT 7:30PM IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL 

        
Present:    
Cllr Suvi McCreadie (Chairman)



Cllr Jenny Copper




Cllr Bill Parker




Cllr Ginny Haynes





In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There were 4 members of the public present.
1.
To receive apologies for absence

There were none.
2.
Declarations of interest regarding matters on this agenda

There were none.

2.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
3.
To receive the following reports:-
3.1 – County Cllr Andrew Reid 

County Cllr Reid was not present.  No written report had been received.

3.2 – District Cllr Ray Herring

District Cllr Herring was not present.  No written report had been received.

3.3 – Parish Clerk

The Parish Clerk reported herself and the Chairman would like to ask Council members if going forward they would prefer if Parish Council meetings commenced at 7:00pm rather than 7:30pm.  It was RESOLVED going forward Parish Council meetings would commence at the earlier time of 7:00pm.
4.
To approve the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 25th May 2021
These minutes had been previously circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting and subject to a minor amendment to the month in item 14 these were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Parker.  All in Favour.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
               The Chairman moved item 6.1 to take place following item 4 on the agenda

               6.1 – Parish Council Co-option for 3 vacancies
       The Chairman closed the meeting and welcomed 3 candidates to the meeting.  Natasha Hodge, Chris 
       New and Hannah Backhouse all provided a brief statement as to why they wished to join the Parish 
       Council.  The Chairman thanked them for their statements and in accordance with statutory procedure 
       asked them to leave the room. The council voted that all 3 candidates should be co-opted onto the 
       Council.  Unanimously Approved.  The Chairman welcomed Cllrs Hodge, New and Backhouse to the 
       Council and the declaration of acceptance of office was signed and witnessed by the Parish Clerk.  The 
       Chairman reconvened the meeting.
      5.
Matters arising from the Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 25th May 2021
       5.1 - Defibrillator Awareness Session
The Chairman thanked Cllr Haynes for making the relevant enquires in respect of this matter.  She reported she had also asked the Parish Clerk to investigate if Heather Patrick who is a local qualified 1st Responder would be willing to carry out this training.  Cllr Haynes recommended the Chairman should check if Heather Patrick had the required certificates and qualifications to carry this out.  It was agreed this training could be held over 2 sessions and would be advertised widely.  Cllr New asked following these sessions how the Parish Council would advertise who had received training to which Cllr Haynes and Parker provided clarification.  Cllr Parker stated these training sessions and any expenditure 
associated with them would be very valid and worthwhile.  Action – Parish Clerk to asked Heather Patrick to confirm her current qualifications.  Action – Cllr Haynes to make enquiries regarding qualifications necessary.  
Cllr Haynes advised she had been monitoring the position of the bins at the Village Hall and reported the defibrillator did appear to be being kept clear.  Action – Chairman to liaise with Steve Joels to remind him that the bins must not be placed in front of the defibrillator.  It was suggested the Parish Councils Risk Assessment should be amended to include the date when the battery and pads was last replaced.
      5.2 – Emergency Plan update

The Chairman provided details regarding the Emergency Plan that had been compiled by former councillor Andrew McDonald and then simplified by Jeremy Bodkin.  She asked for volunteers who would be willing to look into this document and make any necessary amendments/improvements.  Cllrs Hodge and New volunteered to take on this role.  Action – Parish Clerk to circulate both copies of 

Emergency Plan to all Councillors.  Action – Cllrs Hodge, New and the Chairman to work on this document and bring back suggestions/amendments to a future Parish Council meeting.  

5.3 – VAS Speed Sign update 

The Chairman reported former Cllr Jeremy Bodkin was still willing to coordinate the vehicle activated speed sign (VAS) and offered thanks to him for agreeing to continue carrying out this task.  Cllr Parker advised the post on School Rd was now overgrown with vegetation and required cutting back.  Cllr Parker volunteered to carry out this task.  Locations where the VAS could also be sited were discussed and it was agreed just past Chequers would be a suitable location.  It was agreed collating the data from the VAS could also prove beneficial.  Cllr Backhouse offered to liaise with Orford & Gedgrave PC to see if they recorded and analysed their data.  Action – Cllr Backhouse to liaise with Orford & Gedgrave PC.
6.
Parish Council matters
      6.1 – Parish Council Co-option for 3 vacancies – This item was moved by the Chairman.

      6.2 – Chairman’s Report
      The Chairman reported she had carried out Chairman’s Training and this had been delivered by Jackie 
      Weaver from Cheshire Association of Local Councils.  She confirmed this training had been very well 

      delivered and she had thoroughly enjoyed it.
      She confirmed she had also attended the Sizewell C Issue Specific Hearing on the Socio Economic and 

      Community Issues and reported as follows:-

      It was a full day from 10:00 – 18:00.  Although I could have spoken on behalf of Sudbourne. I didn’t, as 
      our concerns were more than adequately covered by other speakers.  It was an exhaustive process and I 
      believed the Examining Inspector was clear and impartial if at times impatient with the lack of clarity 
      from EDF as to how the concerns of the Parishes and organisations could be addressed and successfully 
      mitigated.  It is apparent that EDF still need to provide many answers to questions that had been asked.
      The Chairman offered sincere thanks to Cllr Haynes and Tom Knox for all their hard work carried out to 
      repair the bus shelter.  Finally, she formally welcomed the 3 new councillors to the council and 
     confirmed this brought the Parish Council up to full numbers.
      6.3 - Sizewell C Examination and Specific Hearings update      
      For the new councillors benefit Cllr Parker reported on the background process for the DCO application 

      and its various stages.  He confirmed the Parish Council had sent a response to all the stages of the 

      consultation process and advised if this project went ahead it would be the largest infrastructure in 
      Europe and stated therefore it is important that Sudbourne continues to have its say as there would be an 
      impact on the village if it goes ahead.  

      The Chairman advised throughout the 9 years so far Sudbourne Parish Council has not stated if they are 
      for or against nuclear development but they understood the local area would be impacted as a result of 
      this proposed development.  She offered thanks to Cllr Parker for all his hard work.  Cllr Parker 
      suggested if the new councillors were interested in the process Stop Sizewell C had a good website.
7.           Finance
      7.1- To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure and Items for Authorisation of Payment     

      Income

      10th May 2021

Bank Interest



£       0.01

      9th June 2021

Bank Interest



£       0.01

      Expenditure

      4th May 2021   
 
Clerks Salary



£   126.55

      3rd June 2021                       Clerks Salary



£   126.55

      Bank Balances: (as at 9th June 2021)




Community Account



£4,355.71




Current Account



£2,584.37




Interest Account



£   800.00

      Invoices to be Approved


      Jo Jones (Clerk’s Expenses)



£53.94

      HMRC (PAYE)



£97.20

              Approval for the Income & Expenditure Financial Statement and payment of the above items
              was Proposed by Cllr Parker, Seconded by Cllr Cooper.  All in Favour.                                                                   
It was agreed the Parish Clerk would give a half yearly budget update at the September Parish Council meeting.
It was agreed the Parish Clerk would obtain the necessary forms to update the signatories for the Ipswich Building Society Interest Account to get these Approved at the September Parish Council meeting.

8.           Planning
      New Applications (to be considered at this meeting:-  

      None received

      Applications considered since the last meeting:-
      

      Planning Ref: DC/21/2028/LBC (Listed Building Consent)
      Proposal - Replace the windows. Change the front dormer window on the first floor, the small      

      bedroom window at the gable end and kitchen window.

      Address: 13 Bullace Lane, Sudbourne 
      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by ESC.

      Update on existing applications:-

      Planning Ref: DC/21/2285/FUL

      Proposal: New Conservatory Extension. Alteration to Garage Outbuilding. Removal of Existing 
      Conservatory. 
      Address: Crag Farm House, Crag Farm Road, Sudbourne
      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by 

      ESC with 3 Conditions.

      Planning Ref: DC/21/2306/LBC (Listed Building Consent)

      Proposal - New Conservatory Extension. Alteration to Garage Outbuilding. Removal of 

      Existing Conservatory.

      Address: Crag Farm, Crag Farm Road, Sudbourne 

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by 

      ESC with 3 Conditions.

      Planning Ref: DC/21/2189/FUL

      Proposal: Proposed formation of swimming pool, decked area and off-grid changing room cabin.

      Address: Holly House, Captains Wood, Sudbourne

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application in principle but recommended it would 

      be preferred if the existing outbuilding could be used as a changing room and highlighted the 

      importance of the need to strongly endorse the matters raised within the Ecological Report in 

      respect of environmental benefit issues, if granted by ESC.  This application has been Granted     

      by ESC with 6 Conditions.

9.           Correspondence
      There was none.
10.
Play Area
       The Parish Clerk reported Kompan would be providing a quotation for the repairs required to the nest 
       swing within the next 2 weeks.  Cllr Backhouse raised concerns there was now no gate at the play area 
       and it was Unanimously Agreed this should be reinstated.  Action – Cllr Backhouse to measure size 
       for a new gate.  It was agreed a working party would be held on Sunday 1st August 2021 to clean the 

       equipment.  Cllr Hodge, the Chairman and the Parish Clerk offered to attend.
11. Roads, Rights of Way
       Cllr Parker raised concerns that many road signs within the village were now faded including the 
       crossroads sign at Holly House along with many of the 30mph signs.  Action – Parish Clerk to report 
       to SC Highways.  Cllr Backhouse raised concerns regarding the hedge at the end of School Road to the 
       left of the bus shelter and advised this was now very overgrown and was becoming a hazard to road 
       users.  Action – Parish Clerk to report to SC Highways in the first instance.

12. Any other matters of report and items for the next meeting - Tuesday 28th September 2021
               Half yearly budget update, Interest Account Signatories - to complete relevant form, PC Insurance 

               Renewal, WIFI in the Village Hall – to be considered as part of the Emergency Plan process.

13.
Public Forum
               There were no comments from the member of the public present.

There being no further discussion or questions from members of the public present the Chairman 
thanked the Council for their support and attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:40pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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