
SUDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
TUESDAY 22ND NOVEMBER 2022 AT 7:00PM IN SUDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL
        
Present:    

Cllr Suvi McCreadie (Chairman)





Cllr Bill Parker





Cllr Mike Morris





Cllr Natasha Hodge





Cllr Hannah Backhouse





Cllr Ginny Haynes





In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There were 2 members of the public present.
1. Public Forum
       There were no comments from the members of the public present.
2.
To receive Apologies for Absence
There were none.  Cllr New was absent. 
3.
Declarations of Interest regarding matters on this agenda

There were none.

3.1 – To consider any dispensations
None received.
4.
To receive the following reports:-
4.1 – County Cllr Andrew Reid 

Apologies had been received from County Cllr Reid.  A written report had been received and was circulated to all Councillors.
4.2 – District Cllr Ray Herring

District Cllr Herring was not present.  No written report had been received.

4.3 – Parish Clerk
The Parish Clerk reported further to the last meeting she had made enquiries regarding the Solar Together Suffolk Scheme and they had confirmed this scheme would run again next Summer and had recommended Greenspace in the meantime for anyone who was interested.

She confirmed she had also received correspondence from ESC regarding this year’s Tax Base.  It was agreed the Parish Clerk would circulate this correspondence to all councillors.

The Parish Clerk confirmed she had received correspondence from Suffolk Assn of Local Councils (SALC) in respect of their annual subscription and reported next year’s annual fee had risen from £126.59 to £165.57 which was a 30% increase.  Cllr Parker asked what services SALC provided and what were the benefits?  The Parish Clerk advised they provided an advice service and training.  The Chairman explained the Parish Council could get more out of SALC if they wanted to and advised that Councillor training did need to be addressed in the new financial year.  Cllr Parker advised as Sudbourne were such a small parish council this was a significant increase and he felt the Parish Council should write to SALC in respect of this increase. 
The Parish Clerk advised she had been informed by ESC if the 2023 May election is Contested this would result in an election being held in Sudbourne and this would cost the Parish Council £662.69.  The Chairman stated these costs needed to be reflected within the 2023/24 budget.

5.
To Approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 27th September 2022
These minutes had been previously circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  These were Proposed for Approval by Cllr Hodge, Seconded by Cllr Haynes.  All in Favour, 2 Abstentions.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.
      6.
Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 27th September 2022
There were none.

7.           Parish Council matters
      7.1 - Chairmans Report 

       The Chairman reported she had emailed the Forestry Commission twice regarding the bench and she was still waiting for a reply.  She reported she had also received correspondence from a former councillor who was on the Parish Council and was responsible for organising for the footpath to be created and the bench to be put in originally and he had advised Forest England had installed the bench.  The Chairman advised the decision now to be made was should the Parish Council look to donate some funds towards reinstating the bench.  Cllr Haynes suggested instead of the Parish Council donating to outside organisations it would be much more beneficial if the Parish Council used these funds to replace the bench.  The Chairman confirmed this matter would be an agenda item at the January 2023 meeting.

The Chairman reported she had also asked about the jumps but again had not received any response.  Cllr Parker suggested this matter should remain on the agenda going forward.

The Chairman reported on a meeting that had taken place regarding the Eurolink and Sealink projects.  She confirmed she had requested the company responsible for these projects to provide some leaflets in 
respect of these projects so these could be distributed throughout the village to raise awareness.
7.2 – Reinstatement of the bench on the loop path at the end of Blackland’s Lane update

This matter was discussed under the Chairman’s report and would be considered again at the January 2023 meeting. 

7.3 – Noticeboard refurbishment update

The Chairman reported that Cllrs Parker and New had offered to look into carrying out this work in the New Year.  She confirmed this work desperately needed carrying out as the noticeboard was very worn.
7.4 – Vehicle Activated Speed Sign update 
Cllr New was not present.  Cllr Backhouse volunteered to take on the responsibility for the VAS speed sign.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Backhouse and it was agreed as Cllr Backhouse already had knowledge of siting the sign between Orford and Sudbourne it would be beneficial if she took on this role.
      7.5 – Sizewell C update 
      Cllr Parker reported in the budget the Chancellor had promised £700 million towards SZC to push ahead 

      with the project.  He advised that correspondence had also been circulated that SZC would be delayed 

      and confirmed this was not accurate and there was still around 12 -18 months until a final decision would 

      be made.  Cllr Parker reported the hearing for a Judicial Review had been scheduled in respect of the 

      decision making process for the project due to the Secretary of State Approving the project despite 
      the Planning Inspectorate turning the project down.  Cllr Parker confirmed the Scottish Power project at 
      Friston was also going to a Judicial Review in December to which he provided details.  
      7.6 – Energy Coast updates 

      This matter had been covered.
8.
Finance
       8.1 - To Approve the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment 
       including budget forecasting update
       Income received since the last meeting

       Suffolk County Council (Repairs to Nest Swing)


£   500.00

       Payments made since the last meeting

       Jo Peters (Salary October’22)




£    126.55

       Bank Balances – As at 26th October 2022 
       Community Account 

£1,975.30
       Current Account


£2,422.55
       Invoices to be Approved at this meeting


       Jo Peters (Clerk’s Expenses 2 months)



£     60.10 

       HMRC (PAYE – Jo Peters – 3rd quarter)



£   110.20  

       Jo Peters (Backpay due to increase in Spinal Column points 
£     83.20

       Sudbourne Village Hall (Hall Hire)
 


£     20.25

       Community Action Suffolk (Annual Website Hosting fee)

£     60.00

       Mick Eldridge (Grass Cutting – Play Area)



£   144.00

       Jo Peters for Four Square Healthcare Ltd (Defibrillator Pads)
£     97.15
       Approval for the Statement of Income & Expenditure & Items for Authorisation of Payment was 

       Proposed by Cllr Haynes, Seconded by Cllr Hodge.  All in Favour.
       Projected Spend till 31/3/23 (Year End)

       Jo Peters Salary (Dec – Mar’23) - £602.56 

       Jo Peters Expenses - £88.20

       HMRC (PAYE) – 4th Quarter - £112.80

       Plus any donations given

       Total projected spend to 31/3/23 - £803.56

       Projected Income till 31/3/22

       Community Account Interest - £26.35 (based on last years)

       HMRC - VAT Reclaim - £478.51 – (£407.05 to be transferred back to Community Account) - £71.46 to     

       Current Account

       Total projected income into the Current Account to 31/3/23 - £71.46

       Earmarked Reserves held in Current Account 

       CIL Funds - £701.79

       It was agreed expenditure for the Defibrilator needed to be included within the 2023/24 budget.  It was 

       also agreed the defibrillator should be included within the Parish Council’s Risk Assessment.  

       8.2 – Parish Council Grants Policy
       The Chairman had circulated a copy of a suggested draft policy for consideration.  Council members 
       were in agreement with this policy subject to amendments to point 1 made by Cllr Parker.  It was agreed 
       the revised policy would be recirculated and Approved Unanimously.  Action - Once amended Parish 
       Clerk to put policy onto the Parish Council’s website.

       8.3 – To consider Donations 
       The Chairman suggested any further donations should be postponed and any remaining amount should 
       sit within this budget.  All in Favour.  

9.            Planning
       New Applications (to be considered at this meeting):-  

       None received
       Update on existing applications:-
       Planning Ref: DC/22/3447/FUL

       Proposal: Norfolk Vanguard Ltd and Norfolk Boreas Ltd (collectively known as the
       Norfolk Projects) are proposing to install predator-proof fencing at a site on Orford Ness to deliver 
       compensatory measures for the lesser black-backed gull interest feature of the Alde-Ore Estuary 
       Special Protection Area. The proposal comprises the installation of 1,200 m of 1.8 m high
       mesh fencing, surrounding a 5.1 ha parcel of land adjacent to the Cobra Mist site at Orford Ness. 
       The fencing would broadly follow the existing field boundaries the majority of which are already 
       bounded by existing post and wire fencing. Further information is provided in the supporting
       statement.

       Address: Near to Cobra Mist (Orford Radio Transmitting Station), Orfordness, Sudbourne
       There were No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by ESC with 6 

       Conditions.

       Planning Ref: DC/22/3441/FUL

       Proposal: Alteration of Plot 1 (previously approved under planning application DC/22/0444/FUL) 
       at No's 1 & 2 Airey Cottages in Sudbourne.

       Address: Airey Cottages, Ferry Road, Sudbourne    
       There were No Objections to this application. No decision has been made by ESC to date.
       Planning Ref: DC/22/2844/FUL
       Proposal: Demolition of existing single storey conservatory/Potting Shed.  Construction of single 
       storey side extension to form kitchen dining/seating area.
       Address: Lodge Farm, Ferry Road, Sudbourne
       The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted by 

       ESC with 3 Conditions.

10.
Correspondence
       The Parish Clerk confirmed the Countryside Voices & Suffolk View Magazines had been received.  The 

       Parish Clerk gave details regarding a Warm Rooms event being held in Tunstall.
11.
Play Area

      11.1 – Repairs to Nest Swing 
      The Parish Clerk confirmed she had received confirmation from Kompan that this work had been carried 

      out.  It was agreed Cllr Backhouse would monitor and check the work had been carried out to the correct 

      standard.  It was also suggested the Parish Clerk should contact Kompan and request for a written 
      guarantee for the work to be sent.
12. Roads, Rights of Way
        12.1 – Overgrown hedges on approach to village update
        The Parish Clerk confirmed she had reported these hedges to SC Highways.  It was agreed Cllr 

        Backhouse would send photos to the Parish Clerk so she could report them again.  The Chairman urged 
        Councillors to take a photo of any damaged signs and send these to the Parish Clerk so she could report 

        them.  It was agreed that any issues should also be highlighted to County Cllr Reid.  The Chairman 

        suggested that a local Parishes social media site could be set up whereby photos could be uploaded to 

        highlight this issue to SCC.  Action – Chairman to consider writing to local Parish Councils to see if 

        there would be any interest.
13. To receive reports from Portfolio Holders
       Cllr Haynes reported the defibrillator door had now been fixed.  Thanks to the local resident for fixing 

       this were given.  She also reported the bins were no longer obstructing the unit.
       Cllr Backhouse reported there was a broken footpath sign on Ferry Rd that pointed towards the church.  

       She also reported that streetlight No.5 on School Rd was not working.
         It was suggested that a further newsletter should be produced in the New Year to raise awareness on the 

         ongoing energy projects.  Cllr Parker volunteered to draft this and stated he felt it should go out 

         before the New Year and should include details regarding the Eaze the Squeeze project and any local 

         Warm Rooms to be held.

14. Public Forum
         A member of the public asked what would happen if the SZC review finds they have failed.  Cllr Parker     

         provided clarification.  The member of the public raised concerns regarding costs if the review proves 
         that more investigation needs carrying out.  The Chairman advised in her view a renewable joint up 
         route for these projects would be the way forward.
15. Matters of report and items for the next meeting
       To consider and approve the 2023/24 Budget and to carry out a review of the Standing Orders and 

       Financial Regulations.
16.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting of Sudbourne Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 24th January 2023 at 7:00pm 
               in Sudbourne Village Hall.
There being no further discussion or questions from members of the public the Chairman thanked the Council and members of the public for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8.25pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
            Dated: ....................................................
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